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IRT Celebrates 20 Years of Service!!
(188—2008)

I n 1986, San Diego attorney Barry La Forgia,

participated on a mission trip to Peru where he

helped construct shelters for impoverished people
living in the Amazon Jungle. He was so moved by the
experience and the desperate needs in the world that
he returned to San Diego, left his law practice, and in
March of 1988 formed Southwest Medical Teams.

The concept of the newly formed organization was to link
people in need with teams of volunteers who had the skills
(both medical and non-medical) to meet those needs. By
the end of 1988, Southwest Medical Teams had sent
volunteer teams to Oaxaca, Mexico to break ground on a
health and agricultural center, to the island of Jamaica to
provide emergency care for victims of Hurricane Gilbert,
and to Armenia to treat thousands of people injured by
one of the largest earthquakes of the century.

In 1996 the name was changed to International Relief
Teams (IRT) to more adequately reflect the expanding
work of the organization. IRT has grown into a global
humanitarian relief organization directing its activities
toward providing disaster relief, medical training,
surgical outreach, and health promotion & disease
prevention. Throughout the years IRT has responded to
disasters and/or conducted programs in the United
States, Central and South America, Eastern Europe, Asia,

—— —— ' the South Pacific and Africa.

IRT Volunteer, Nanette Laufik, PA (1) with Tsunami victim in Bande Aceh. Continued on page 2
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