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International Relief Teams
is an international disaster relief and health
care development organization. Founded in

1988, IRT assists victims of disaster and
profound poverty worldwide.

IRT is classified as a charitable organization
under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code. All
contributions and bequests are deductible to
the extent allowed by the law, and can be
made by mail or on-line on our secure

website at www.irteams.org
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Please direct any comments, questions
or feedback regarding TEAMNews to:

Editor: Susan Callahan,
Communications & Development

619/284-7979, scallahan@irteams.org
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Hawaii Vacation 
Drawing 2008

This year’s winner will spend 7 days
and 6 nights at the beautiful Sheraton
Kauai Resort on the tropical island of

Kauai. Round Trip airfare from any city
in the continental United States to
Kauai will also be included in this

exciting Hawaiian getaway package.
Entry tickets have been mailed to you.
Remember to return your tickets for
the May 31st drawing! If you desire
additional tickets, call our office at
(619) 284-7979. Special thanks to 

the Sheraton Kauai Resort for
helping to sponsor this drawing.

Continued on page 2

IRT Celebrates 20 Years of Service!!
(1988-2008)

I n 1986, San Diego attorney Barry La Forgia,
participated on a mission trip to Peru where he
helped construct shelters for impoverished people

living in the Amazon Jungle. He was so moved by the
experience and the desperate needs in the world that 
he returned to San Diego, left his law practice, and in
March of 1988 formed Southwest Medical Teams.

The concept of the newly formed organization was to link
people in need with teams of volunteers who had the skills
(both medical and non-medical) to meet those needs.  By
the end of 1988, Southwest Medical Teams had sent
volunteer teams to Oaxaca, Mexico to break ground on a
health and agricultural center, to the island of Jamaica to
provide emergency care for victims of Hurricane Gilbert,
and to Armenia to treat thousands of people injured by
one of the largest earthquakes of the century.

In 1996 the name was changed to International Relief
Teams (IRT) to more adequately reflect the expanding
work of the organization. IRT has grown into a global
humanitarian relief organization directing its activities
toward providing disaster relief, medical training,
surgical outreach, and health promotion & disease
prevention. Throughout the years IRT has responded to
disasters and/or conducted programs in the United
States, Central and South America, Eastern Europe, Asia,
the South Pacific and Africa.

IRT will host its 15th annual “Gifts of
Hope” Gala on Saturday, October
18, at the San Diego Marriot Hotel
& Marina. The Gala this year
promises to be the best ever as
IRT celebrates its 20th year of
providing critical assistance to
those in desperate need. 

The proceeds from this
special fund-raising event will
help provide the resources for
IRT to continue to give the
“Gifts of Hope” – medical
outreach, health promotion &
disease prevention and disaster 
relief – to thousands of 
families, worldwide. 

Plan now to attend!

SAVE THE DATE!

IRT Volunteer, Nanette Laufik, PA (L) with Tsunami victim in Bande Aceh.




